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MOLEMA MUA RÔO
BREEDER

AN INTERVIEW WITH A BREEDER
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WHEN AND HOW DID 
YOU FIRST LEARN ABOUT 
RHODESIAN RIDGEBACKS? 
HOW LONG BEFORE 
YOU GOT YOUR FIRST 
RIDGEBACK AND DID YOU 
HAVE EXPERIENCE WITH 
OTHER DOGS BEFORE 
THAT? WHERE DID YOUR 
RIDGEBACK COME FROM? 
HOW DID YOU FIND YOUR 
BREEDER AND WHY DID 
YOU PICK THEM?
My love for dogs began when I was a child, I think 
I love them since I remember. 

The first time I saw the breed was through a 
Spanish magazine specialized in dogs, it was “Re-
vista GUAU”. I bought the magazine because the 
nice photo on the cover, that in fact was a Bea-
gle. When I started to read the magazine I came 
through the article of the month “The Rhodesian 
Ridgeback”, the main photo was a lion cub and a 
Ridgeback showing the ridge, I felt in love. I start-
ed to read the article and when I finished it, I said; 
this is going to be my dog. There was an advert 
of a breeder “Germanridge”, the start of a kennel 

with a male and female imported from Germany. 
From this kennel I got a granddaughter later as 
my first Ridgeback. 

I asked my parents to have a Ridgeback but they 
said no. I also phoned the breeder and she told 
me that the dogs were just 9 and 4 months old 
and that she will breed with them of course but 
only in a few years. 

Sometime later my first dog came, he was a 
mixed breed, he was small and fluffy. A friend of 
my father knew that I was mad about having a 
dog, his neighbour had puppies and no families 
for them, and he came to my house with one of 
the tiny puppies, the puppy was only 15 days old!! I 
didn’t know anything about dogs, or at least I had 
no real experience. I only had theory, I knew a lot 
because of the books I had read, I had lot of books 
about dogs, all breeds books, German Shepherd 
books, Rottweiler books, magazines. 

I had to bottle feed him, he didn’t walk so I put 
him in a bag and a hot water bottle and a towel 
inside and he came wherever we went, walking, 
shopping… but in the bag, he was so little that no-
body paid attention to him. I named him Chusky, 
he died at the age of 5 years due to an immune 
illness.

As I already knew about Ridgebacks, I started to 
look for them again, the breeder from whom I 
had seen the advertisement had stopped breed-
ing, she only had 2 or 3 litters. In those years there 
was no internet or breeders websites like today… 
so I asked in shops and looked in dog magazines 

and found nothing. Therefore, I went to the local 
rescue centre and I adopted a German x Belgian 
Shepherd mix female puppy. She was 2 months 
old and I called her Neith. 

Neith was the best dog I would ever have, she 
lived until age 16. She was really special.

Just one month after I rescued Neith, I went to a 
horse competition and I saw a Ridgeback. Luckily, 
his breeder and owner was there, Teresa Sabater, 
she was one of the few breeders in Spain in those 
days. As I already had Neith I could not have an-
other dog at home, as we lived in a flat, but I kept 
the contact card of the breeder for the future.

In 1998, we were going to move to a house with 
garden so I planned to increase the family with a 
Ridgeback. I booked a puppy with the breeder I 
had met some years before. When the litter was 1 
month old I went to see the puppies and possibly 
pick mine as I was in the first place of the waiting 
list. The breeder chose 2 puppies that better fit-
ted the standard and showed more promise for 
the things I wanted. But when I went to pick the 
puppy these ones were not there as other families 
came before. So only a tiny red wheaten puppy 
and another female with too much white were 
left. I kept the tiny red puppy. She came home at 
the end of 1999 and she was Ginsa de Simba Ma-
sai Mara (also known as Ghintza). 

I never thought about being so involved in dogs. 
I wanted to try some dog shows because I was a 
really fan of the Walt Disney film “The Ugly Dachs-
hund” but never thought about breeding.

Ghintza remained a little Ridgeback and she had 
what we know now Juvenile Myoclonic Epilepsy. 
Since the first day at home, she had little nervous 
tics or spams, we asked the breeder and the vet, 
but nobody knew about it. However, when she 
was about 18 months old she had her first epilep-
tic seizure. We went to the vet and we started an 
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epileptic treatment. After some months the big 
seizures were controlled but the nervous tics re-
mained until the end of her life. She lived very well 
until 11,5 years old. Of course, she was neutered 
and never bred.

Due to the disaster with my first Ridgeback, my 
mind started to change and I started thinking 
about breeding and going to more dog shows, 
and to fewer horse competitions.

I decided to buy a male from abroad and I con-
tacted some breeders in Europe. Spain had very 
bad reputation about dogs in those days and 
nobody wanted to sell me a puppy. Nowadays, 
things have changed and I think that Spain is 
more respected. I continued looking for a good 
kennel and good combination and it is when I 
found Ozrhode kennel in Australia. I imported Oz-
rhode Dia Hot Prospect, also known as Vulcan, a 
magnificent male. He was a real ambassador of 
the breed, he had everything, great Ridgeback 
temperament and morphology.

Due to Ghintza’s epilepsy, the breeder gave me 
another puppy from her last litter ever. She came 
from different lines (Kimani’s from USA), which I 
was happy, that meant no problems with epilep-
sy. So, Hidra de Simba Masai Mara came home. 
A female with superb elegance and effortless 
movement, really smart and puppy spirit till the 
end of her days.

Vulcan and Hidra were my foundation and all the 
Ridgebacks I have had come from them, Nessy, 
Gala, Odette, Draco. Currently I have at home 
Odile, Loa, Zeta, Satara and Mala Mala. 

Oops I forgot! Robin, the Basenji, he is now 11,5 
years old. I love Basenjis, but I know I will never 
breed them. They have a special character that 

you must love. He loves to play with his Ridge-
backs and he does great as Nanny every time I 
have puppies at home.

IN YOUR OPINION, WHAT 
MAKES A GOOD BREEDER?
What makes a good breeder is the honesty and 
humility, to listen and learn from all people, young 
and old breeders, you always can learn new things 
from everybody. 

Breeding with the aim of improving the breed 
and not for the money, do the health tests avail-
able for the dogs before breeding, look for a suit-
able male for their female (health and morpholo-
gy and if it has good results in shows it is a plus), 
screening families for their puppies…

People that are always learning, reading, talking 
about the breed and dogs, who learn how to look 
at a dog, about selection, genetics.

A good breeder is available 24h/365 days for his 
dogs and puppy owners. 

A breeder who has good results at dog shows or 
other competitions and the puppy owners are 
proud of their puppies. A good breeder will have 
owners return to him, when they want another 
puppy.

WHY DID YOU CHOOSE A 
MALE/FEMALE?
My first Ridgeback was a female because I al-
ready had Neith, also a female, and I did not want 
to neuter her. 

If I hadn’t had Neith, I would have preferred a 
male, for sure. 

DO YOU SHOW YOUR DOG?
Yes, I show my dogs. I enjoy showing them it is 
my hobby and I enjoy the travels with my friends 
or my family to go only for a dog show. When the 
show is far I try to take one or two more days of 
holidays and visit the city where I am going or any 
other place that is on the way to the show. 

ARE YOU IN TOUCH 
WITH OTHER RIDGEBACK 
OWNERS/BREEDERS/
STUD DOG OWNERS AND 
DO YOU EXCHANGE 
EXPERIENCES? DO YOU 
STUDY THE RIDGEBACK 
COMMUNITY AND 
BREEDING ABROAD?
Yes, I am in contact with other breeders, owners… 
but not as much as I would like because with my 
job, house, family, dogs… I am quite busy. But I try 
to do my best.

I also find the groups and websites on the Internet 
very helpful, where you can read about health or 
stud dogs/matings, or photos of other RR around 
the world. It is a good way of learning the direc-
tion where the breed is moving. 

WHAT ACTIVITIES DO YOU 
PURSUE WITH YOUR DOG, 
LIKE MAN-TRAILING E.G.?
Currently only dog shows, but I have practiced 
agility and field/blood tracking. I want to be more 
involved with tracking and hunting skills because 
I think it is important for our breed. Ridgebacks 
are hunters and we need to maintain this skill.

WHEN DID YOU FIRST 
PLAN ON BECOMING A 
BREEDER? WHAT WAS THE 
REASON? ARE YOU STILL 
AN ACTIVE BREEDER/STUD 
DOG OWNER?
The idea of becoming breeder was after Ghintza. I 
am an active breeder and stud owner, I breed only 
a few litters, more or less one per year and I try to 
be selective with the males and females I choose. 
You need to do that if you want to improve and 
establish your line with such few breedings.

WHAT IS THE MEANING 
OF YOUR KENNEL 
NAME? HOW WAS YOUR 
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EXPERIENCE WITH 
BECOMING A BREEDER?
My kennel name is MolemaMuaRôo and it means 
Lionheart in Ndowe language from Guinea. A 
friend of the family is from Guinea and I asked 
him to translate some words in his language. 

To become breeder is a nice experience but it 
is also sad. It is nice to see how the puppies are 
born and how everything goes perfect, mother 
and puppies are doing fine. They grow, they go to 
their families, you receive news from them, pho-
tos and stories that make you laugh…

But there is also a sad part of becoming a breed-
er, when something wrong is happening at birth 
and you have to rush for a C-section in the mid-
dle of the night, when a puppy dies and in a few 
hours another and then another and you don’t 
know what to do. To spend nights without sleep-
ing because you have to bottle feed the puppies 
and watch if the mum is fine after the C-section 
or mastitis…

And it is sad when you receive a phone call or 
email of a puppy owner after lot of years and you 
know that the news can be the worst. You answer 
the phone a little bit scared, sometimes it is only 
to tell you about the arthritis and less mobility, 
your puppy is doing fine and a smile comes into 
your face. Other times they tell you that they had 
to say goodbye and you end up crying together 
with the owners. 

HOW MANY DOGS DO YOU 
CURRENTLY HAVE? WHAT 
WAS YOUR MOST JOYFUL 
MOMENT?
I have 5 Ridgebacks right now and 1 Basenji (who 
usually lives with my parents). My male, Draco, 
died some months ago and I am looking now to 
add another male into my pack. I love males, so 
sooner or later one will come from another ken-
nel or from a future breeding with my females. 

The females I have now at home are Odile (Mole-
ma Mua Rôo Miss Congeniality, 8 years old), Loa 
(Loa River Andes Kilima, 5 years old), Zeta (Meri-
gal’s Zeta Molema Mua Roo, 5 years old), Satara 
(Molema Mua Rôo Satara, 4 years old) and Mala 
Mala (Molema Mua Rôo Mala Mala, 3 years old).

I can’t say just one joyful moment. I think I have 
lot of them. Some of them winning at dog shows, 
others when the vet tells you that the female is 
pregnant from a really desirable mating, when 
you see a promising puppy in a litter, or just fam-
ily moments… your dogs playing in the garden, 
snatching apples from the tree, a funny sleeping 
position…

HOW DO YOU MANAGE 
THE DIFFERENT DOGS IN 
YOUR PACK, ESPECIALLY 

WHEN FEMALES ARE IN 
SEASON?
Usually my parents keep the male to avoid prob-
lems with the females. It is easier, if it is not possi-
ble, the male is inside the house and the females 
in the garden or vice versa or I have a big kennel 
where the male or female stay while I can not 
watch them. 

If the females are not in season, all the dogs live 
together in a pack and they have all the house 
and garden for their own. I have no problems be-
tween them. All are family and I think that is why 
I have no problems. I cross my fingers to continue 
like this. 

They have their own room with heating and they 
have free access to the garden. In winter their 
room is warm and in summer is fresh. In winter, 
Loa is the one who closes the door of the room 
from inside. She is the most clever of the pack, 
she also knows how to open doors levers, so I have 
had to change to knobs.

DO YOU HAVE CHILDREN? 
DO YOU THINK THAT 
RIDGEBACKS MAKE GOOD 
FAMILY DOGS?
No, I don’t have children. Yes, I think Ridgebacks 
are good family dogs, they are tolerant and with 

lot of patience, they love to be with their humans 
and they protect them with their lives if necessary. 

HOW DO YOU SEE 
THE FUTURE OF 
RIDGEBACKS? WHAT ARE 
THE STRENGTHS AND 
WEAKNESSES OF THE 
BREED? DO YOU HAVE ANY 
IDEAS OR SUGGESTIONS 
FOR OTHER BREEDERS/
OWNERS?
I think the future of Ridgebacks looks good. Lot 
of breeders are conscious about the health prob-
lems and they test their dogs to have a healthy 
breeding stock. We have enough of a gene pool 
to work with. 

But breeders must be honest and tell the truth 
about their breeding and problems. 

Breeders have to breed for the standard and not 
for winning at dog shows, neither for making 
money. If you breed for money you become un-
scrupulous and anything goes and that is not the 
point. 

Winning at dog shows, sometimes the winners 
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Affix Molema Mua Rôo 
www www.molemamuaroo.com
email info@molemamuaroo.com

INFO

are only flashy but not the best into the standard. 
A BIS Winner or Multichampion or World Cham-
pion sometimes is nothing, just a Show dog. Go to 
a Club Show or a specialty where a Breed Special-
ist judge gives you his opinion. This is more valu-
able for me. 

Ask breeders if they have a special “rough dia-
mond” that you could use as stud. Those dogs 
live happily in families and don’t go to dog shows 
but they have lot to offer to the gene pool and im-
prove the breed. 

The Rhodesian Ridgebacks were created as hunt-
ing dogs, so promote that instinct or at least don’t 
let them to lose it. We need to maintain the func-
tionality of the breed. I don’t say that you should 
go hunting but you can try blood tracking as an-
other similar activity for your dog.

Enjoy your Ridgeback, your loyal companion that 
only wants to be with you in any situation. 


